Massive air embolism--a possible cause of death after operative hysteroscopy using a 32% dextran-70 pump.
Although considered a safe procedure, operative hysteroscopy has been reported to result in serious and even fatal complications. A fatal outcome is described after operative hysteroscopy. The attending team made a diagnosis of massive air embolism. However, HBO therapy, which is the specific treatment for air embolism, yielded only transient improvement. The pathologist's diagnosis on autopsy was anaphylaxis. These two complications must be borne in mind during the procedure, and a contingency plan developed for dealing with them should they arise.